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The pork meat market: an overview  

•  An important market at the EU level 
•  Extra-UE market is growing  

 
-  Germany: meat accounts for 24% of the food sector  

-  Denmark: pork meat market is worth 4 billion € 

-  Belgium: is the 6th largest global exporter of pork meat 
-  Poland: pork accounts for 10.9% of the tot. agricultural 

production 
-  Italy: imports pork meat for 1.7 billion € and exports pork 

products for 1.2. billion € 
  



The “European slaughter-house”: Germany 
slaughters almost 60 million pigs per year 



The largest share of pigs goes to slaughtering, 
not to reproduction 



Belgian companies breed and slaughter pigs 
and then send the meat for processing mainly 
to Germany and Poland 



Belgium mainly exports raw meat 



Danish export decrease for meat products 
and grows for pigs and raw meat 



Who buys Danish meat? 



Denmark recently specialised in piglets 



The number of pigs slaughtered per year 
is growing in Poland 



The Italian trade balance for pork meat 
and pork meat products  
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The size of German farms is growing 



In Belgium a concentration is taking place 



In Italy the average number of pigs per farm is 
growing and a concentration is taking place, but in 
slaughtering there is a high fragmentation   



Working conditions: a first overview 

•  Denmark: high level of social control in the sector due to the 
centuries-old cooperative movement. App. 13.000 people work in the 
pork market (33.000 with transport logistic and retail) 

•  Belgium: Meat sector employs app. 13.000 people. Unemployment is 
at 3.5% in the “pork regions” (Flanders) and yet the last collective 
agreement reduced the minimum wages in order to tackle outsourcing 

•  In Germany the pork market employs app. 114.000 people (140.000 
with subcontractors). The minimum wage legislation and a collective 
agreement among major companies conditions increased, but 
subcontractors employees still face tough conditions for wages 
working time and health and safety 

•  Poland: the meat sector employs app. 118.000 people. The pork 
market is highly fragmented. Hence it is not easy to collect 
information about working conditions 

•  Italy: app. 6.000 people work in breeding and 50.000 in slaughtering 
and processing. High percentage of foreign workers. Subcontractors 
often avoid the application of the legal and collective agreements 
minimum standards 
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