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Our work  Activities  Cities and Circular conom for Food

The linear food sstem is ripe for disruption. For ever dollar spent on food, societ pas two dollars

in health, environmental, and economic costs. With 80% of all food expected to e consumed in

cities  2050, usinesses, pulic odies, organisations, institutions, and the people located within

them hold the power to revolutionise our food sstem.

Cities can transform from lack holes sucking in food, energ, and other resources to engines of a

regenerative food sstem and ioeconom. The transition to a circular econom will see production

which regenerates rather than harms the natural sstems upon which it relies, food waste designed

out, and food -products used at their highest values.

Cities and Circular conom for Food

uilding a food sstem �t for the 21st centur and eond

Latest news from Cities and Circular conom for Food

New llen MacArthur Foundation report �nds unhealth food production makes health

eating impossile
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https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/news/new-ellen-macarthur-foundation-report-finds-unhealthy-food-production-makes-healthy-eating-impossible
https://twitter.com/circulareconomy
https://www.facebook.com/EllenMacArthurFoundation
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/ellen-macarthur-foundation
https://www.youtube.com/user/made2bemadeagain
https://www.instagram.com/ellenmacarthurfoundation
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/
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Aout the report

The challenges and limitations lie in the complexit of our linear food sstems and the urgenc we

face. During the development of the report, we consulted a consortium of 100+ organisations and

actors along the food value chain. Cit authorities, NGOs, academics, and policmakers were

rought together to craft a vision of a health and resilient future using restorative measures to

design out waste and pollution.

The report is produced  the llen MacArthur Foundation with analtical support from YTMIQ

and supported  Intesa anpaolo and Intesa anpaolo Innovation Center as Lead Partner; Danone,

The Finnish Innovation Fund itra, uez, Tetra Pak, and Veolia as Core Partners; and Calouste

Gulenkian Foundation, plaers of People’s Postcode Lotter(G), and Porticus as Philanthropic

Partners.

Achieving these three amitions in cities could generate annual

ene�ts worth UD 2.7 trillion  2050

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/knowledge/systemiq
https://www.group.intesasanpaolo.com/scriptIsir0/si09/eng_index.jsp#/eng_home.jsp
http://corporate.danone.co.uk/
https://www.sitra.fi/en/
https://www.suez.com/en
https://www.tetrapak.com/
https://www.veolia.co.uk/
https://gulbenkian.pt/en/
https://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/
https://www.porticus.com/en/home
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1. ource food grown regenerativel, and locall where appropriate

Food comes from natural sstems which are inherentl regenerative. Replicating these practices will

improve the overall health of local ecosstems, diversif the food suppl to increase resilience,

reduce packaging needs, and shorten suppl chains. Uran and peri-uran farming will see

connections strengthened with food and the farmers who grow it. 

2. Make the most of food

Cities pla a crucial role in keeping food at its highest value and eliminating waste. The can

ecome hus for the redistriution of surplus foods and a thriving ioeconom where food -

products are transformed into organic fertilisers, iomaterials, medicines, and ioenerg.

3. Design and market healthier food products

There are no health food choices in an unhealth food sstem. We can change food design and

marketing to reshape our preferences and haits. This will ensure that health products ecome

easil accessile, while valuale nutrients circulate ack to the soil safel.

Cities and Circular conom for Food is an a�liate project of the World conomic Forum’s Platform

for Accelerating the Circular conom (PAC). The report has een written as part of Project

Mainstream, a CO-led gloal initiative created  the llen MacArthur Foundation and the World

conomic Forum, which helps to scale usiness driven circular econom innovations.
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